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FROM 



SUBJECT: MURKIN 



C, SAN FRANCISCO (173-65) 




Re San Francisco teletype to the Director, S/2/68* 
SUSPECT afcaiffil 



. ^ or * info r n a t.lpp. o f offices not previously having infor- 
mation concernins^Tgggg|g^ he is considered possible suspect 
end co-conspirator because of an alleged offer «JSJT 
to fur n ish airline tickets and untraceable weapon .. ____ 

gg^j^Dttifeeravel to unspecified place to kill’ certain desig- 
nated Negro leaders including MARTIN LUTHER KING. 



The reliability and credibil jty ^^)— — - - 
unknown but is considered subject to doubt because of discre- 
pancies of his stories, and because of information received 
from other sources. . ■ 




£has been extremely active in affairs of the 
American Independent Party in California, prompting GEORGE 
VALLACE for president. -. ** . * 

■ # * “ ' 

AGENTS IN INTERVIEW'S SHOULD EXERCISE DISCRETION AND 

^ CAUTION TtTPKE V EH TH( Ny ~ FAL<g ' ^L E S/ ST I CW ^ TO TUf'fW 'I S 

(*** COrilW&Hhfl T.NVESTIi5ATTg!J'C6N&i!ft.S|TN6 ACTIVITIES OF TR5~RTP. 






Bureau (RH) 

Birmingham (Info.) (AM) (RM) 
2 - Lou Angeles (AM) (RM) 

2 - Knoxville (AH) (RM) 

2 - Memphis (44-19 87)<AM)(RH) 

2 - Mobile (AM) CRM) 

2 = Sacramento (AM) (RM) 

San Francisco 
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. i * c onrif^ 

jit hTs apartment , : ~ 

>iVa * ' T a *' — San Leandro, Cal p'ornia^ After proper identl* 
£ Sli ?V ?*£ advised that investigation was being conducted 
^ p^/*? 6 ? 31 Bureau of Investigation concerning a violation 
£tm£ d ^Jr 1 ” connection with the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KJNS^Turther, that an allegation had been received thatC^f 
Sl ight ha ve i or ation pertinent to, this matter on the 

oasis of remarks is reported to have made concerning such 

matters in the presence of others- .* * 



- Si AE advised that he has no information concern- 

ttUr ^ er * «?? except for his personal opinion as to who 
might be responsible, has no specific information concerning 
the murder. He said he had absolutely no objection to discussion 
of the matter.. — 



, • . . — — — ^advised that he is extremely active in the 

political j.iel d at the present ti me an d in the recent past. .He 
lg_ a member ■ 

the American Indip endent Party CAlp" 'in ^California, mq 
w* fy ^ °f candidacy of former Governor GEORGE 

WA " L u CE °t A*®? 311 *® for President. He stated that most persons 

with the AIP program and objectives, seem to assume 
' a ' j .°5 e f av ®ring AIP are what is sometimes termed "negro-baiters. 1 

■ e °® n * ed that this is true, and said that from the view point of 
promoting the AIP , the murder of Dr, KING under such circumstances 
was a set back to the AIP who might have favored their principles. 



said that no one knowledgeable in affairs of the AIP 
would have caused or participated in a situation or action such 
as this in that it would be certain to make a "Kartyr" of Dr. KING, 
which would hurt the AIP. 



'* However, since persons generally seem to associate AIP 
members with ’"negro-baiters," he is frequently "kidded" along 

such lines by certain persons with whom he regularly comes into 
contact. 
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Ke said that ^ in recent months he has regularly fre— 
quented the Blue Dolphin, a San Leandro restaurant, and in fact.;-;’ 
nffi arranging a couple of luncheons there in honor of 

WALLACE. Therefore, he has become acquainted with the owner 
? the Blue Dolphin, BILL PELUSO, and with many of the employees, 
including the bartenders. 

When he goes to the cafe, he frequently goes to the bar 
and the bartenders frequently "kid” him concerning some current 
event involving Negroes or the AIP . This has been going on for 
several months, and everything said has been in jest. 

However, he speculated that some person hearing 
such conversation might misinterpret the conversation, and draw ~ - 
a conclusion which would not be warranted. 

In connection with Dr. KING'S murder, he recalls such a 
conversation in the bar of the Blue Dolphin either the same night 
Dr. KING was killed, or possibly the evening after that. 

As he recalled he had been driving on the tfimitz Freeway * 
in Oakland, about 5; 00 pm the night of the murder, April S, 19 SB, 
when he first -heard the announcement on the car radio. 

When next visiting the Blue Dolphin, he recalled one of 
the employees greeting him with the comment ‘'Well, I see you got 
him, 8, or some similar comment. Ke believed he replied that 
‘Tt wasn 5 1 ase." 

The next comment dealt with “How did you get back from 
Kemphis so soon?" 

As he recalled, he made some facetious remark such as 
"There's planes leaving every hour. 11 

. He again stated that the above conversation was strictly 

ln nature of "kidding,” and except for the actual specific 
subject matter, was very similar to other comments made at the 
same place on numerous occasions. 

t 

Be believed that these comments could have been mis- 
construed by someone who heard them, if the listener did not 
understand the circumstances or attached some literal interprets^” " ^ 
tion to the remarks » 
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U Jlad n ° ob i ecti on to furnishing 



fiLT^r &h °^ s °v arch ? 9 * 3 °> 1968 and^ni^s/Sto 

furnishing independent substantiation if he could. 

Relative to the date April 4, 1968. 4ES!^5^?5a^ia i d that 

stated thai^h^w? ^ t3 ^ liS J his . whereab °uts on that date. He 
d lef * the Bay Area in his own car sometime between 

i r «-> ilLS*- T* t0 5er ^^r Ca J ifpr ^. where he picked - - 
«pareal estate dealer named telenhone 

; ” P ey then Proceeded to Oroville, California, to look 

purposes ! 6 eState * thSy Were c °" sid ^ing for investaeS 

*™^^ He - re * all -?, tha ? they visited a savings and loan 
n° ■* ? 'O' * but does not recall the name of it. 

Probably know. To the best of his * 
recoll ection, they Ret urned to the Bay Area about 5:00 pm. He 
^•dWaaraSWoff at hi. car in Bark.^yl and p^«S‘d 
freeway toward San Leandro. It was at this time 
that he first heard of the killing of Dr. KING on his car radio. 

.. * . ? n farther support of his whereabouts*ffiMa®8» said 

no^«i»e e ” a in * San e^” dro he fr ^ uentl y charges his gasoline at & 

^ Statlon on Karina Blvd. When traveling, he pays 

tccoun/' «2°ii not U ® e a CT ? dl * card * Whether charged to his 
R + .* r when paying cash, he usually obtains a purchase ticket. 

-vhe^Tthf heSC “, the S love compartment of his Cadillac 

where they are available if needed for his business records. 

+ ;. v .' He located in his glove compartment the following charge 
which he said recorded purchases at Douglas Service 
station, Karma Blvd., San Leandro, both dated April it, 1S68: 

of #5.00 oI^lS.! 36026 dated ' M/6S recor<iin e purchase 



gasoline. 



Ticket #3 3618B recording purchase of $Jt.55 of 



... *_ Ba2d "that undoubtedly he had put gas in the 

™ * : hcn i^ving for Oroville, and had put in gas 

upon lus r return that evening; 6 - 
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. ‘ A search of the available tickets failed to record 
any purchase of gasoline in the Oroville area, although 
believed they must have p urehase &^aspline. Be does not recall, 
but thought that a a paid for some gasoline 

in the area. 



Relative to his whereabouts on March 29,30, 1966 5 

said that he does not recall specifically where he was. 

Ke stated that he tries to go to his home in Southern California 
every other weekend to visit his wife and 2 1/2 year old son. 

By consulting a calendar, he determined that this would have 
been the weekend when he normally visited his wife. 

When he makes this trip, he normally leaves on Saturday 
morning, which in this instance would have been March 30, 1968. 

He sometimes drives and sometimes flies via Air California from 
Oakland, California Airport to Orange County Airport. 

He searched his available gasoline tickets and could 
locate no record of purchases on March 29 or 30, 1968. This 
indicated to him that if he had visited his home in Southern 
California that weekend he had probably gone by sir. 



*as asked if he could establish his where- 
abouts on March 29 E 30, 1968 through other records. He said that 
his business records probably would not show such information, with 
the exception of his appointment book, which might give him a clue 
as to where he had been. Ke contacted his secretary and ascertain- 
ed there were no notations in his appointment book for those dates. 

He said that he has discontinued the use of e checking 
account due to several civil suits having been filed against him, 
so he could not establish his whereabouts by cancelled checks. 

He does not use credit cards, whether for gasoline or 
airline travel. He examined numerous airline ticket folders 
which he found in his apartment. He said he makes no particular 
effort to save these. He found some undated and none for the 
pertinent dates. There were no copies of tickets. 
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‘ advised that he snakes numerous long 
distance telephone calls, business , personal andjpolvtical in 
nature. He makes them from his busi ness phone , and from 

the phone in his apartment-, ■.*. 

He said his telephone bill for the period contains 
record of numerous long distance telephone calls which could 
definitely establish that he was in San Leandro on March 29, 1968 
and probably on March 30, 1968, He furnished the following concern- 
ing these records: 

March 29., 196B 

10:13 am 



4:34 pm 



Telephone call to Anaheim, Calj ^j 

where he talked to an ex-business associate 



Telephone call to 
where he talked to 




Fullerton, California, 
brother of above 



3:49 pm 



Telephone call to where he talked to Mr. 

MAYALL, State Chairman of the Committee directing AXP 
campaign in California. He believes this telephone 
number is no lon ger in u se , but Mr. MAYALL can^be 
r eache d through in Bakersfield , wh icj 

— believes is the home telephone of' 




Collect tel ephone call, person to person, received by 

him S “ ho was, callin g from telephone4^2QH>^ in 

Oroville, California. JHBS^SS^S^^oes not have a . telephone , *o 
location of can ^ 



March 3-0, 1968 • ■ 

His telephone recor ds reflect tha t at 12:11* pm, a call 
was placed from his office to Hoseville, California. 

HengtetJ that this is the telephone numoer of his employee, 

uKa works in San Leandro but returns to his home 
in Roseville on Friday evening for the weekend. 
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_ does not specifically recall making this 

call* and in reality it could have been made by any company 
employee. How ever, he sometimes handles Saturday business at 
the office so go home on Friday* and it is most 

likely that he is the one who made the call. 



Since this is the last recorded call on Saturday* 

March 30, 1968, and since he is quite certain he visited his wife 
in Southern California on that weekend, he feels that shortly 
after this call he went to the Oakland Airport and got a flight 
to Orange County Airport. 



He said he would have flown Air California Air Lines 
and since they make their reservations by name, this line should 
have a record of his having made such a trip. 



He also volunteered information on a t rip j Jie..had„g ade 
£t. He said his n-t an 

Johnson City, Tennessee, died about two to three 
weeks prior to March 1* 1968. His wife had naturally gone back for 
the funeral. His wife remained there for two or three weeks after 
the funeral to clear up details <f the death and the estate. 



Raid that he desired to visit his wife's 
relatives and to bring his wife back to California. He decided to 
drive his car back to Johnson City, and because of his interest in 
activities of the AIP, he decided to stop and confer with leaders 
of that party in Montgomery, Alabama. 



He said that en route to Johnson City, he stopped in 
Montgomery on the night of February 27, 1968, at which time he 
stayed at the Holiday Inn, Midtown. Next day/ 

City, where he stayed a few days at’ 



>ve to Johnson 



On March 3, 1968, accompanied by his wife and small son, 
he was again in Montgomery en route to California.. At this time, 
he stayed at the Town House Motel. 



He next has record of a cash receipt from Cotton's 
Truck Stop, Las Cruces, New Mexico on March 5, 1968, which he said 
was for the purchase of gasoline on his return trip to California. 
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advised that he was born __ 

He has been in California most of the time 

since 1S4 5. Ke attended high school at Golden Gate Academy, which 
was at that time in Berkeley, California, but which moved to some 
hill area near Oakland. He is not sure it is still in operation. 
He graduated in 1947. 

During the school year 1950-51 he attended La Sierra 
College in Riverside, California. 

F rom 1951 to 1953 he was in the XJ.S. Karine Corps under 
MSN *fEfg3£iSA Since 1953, he has worked as a salesman, principally 
in California, but actually traveling in numerous states. 

He is married and his wife lives in Southern California. 
He said he is reluctant to furnish her specific address because 
he feels that reprisals against his wife and child are very 
possible because of his political activities in behalf of AIP 
should her address become generally known. 



Cali 



He said that he established a business in Sacramento, 




hi 



He came to San Leandro in December, 
ness known a; 



established 



He is active in experimenting with gold dredging combined 
with skin diving, and spends some weekends in the Sierra stream 
areas searching for gold, or conducting experiments along those 
lines. 

Be also had interest in speculative investment in 
businesses in the Oroville area, which are in a depressed state*" 
due to departure of the workmen engaged in building the now com- 
pleted Oroville Dam. Ee believed such property could be pur- 
chased cheaply and held until business picks up, insuring an ex- 
cellent profit. He has abandoned this idea, at least temporarily. 
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He said that he has no photo of himself at the present 
time due to theft of his billfold, with the exception of the 
photo on his driver’s license, California 




He is described as: 



Race 

Nationality 

Date of birth 

Flace of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Build 

Complexion 

Teeth 



White 

Hale 




220 

reddish blond 

Grey-green 

Obese 

Light 

even C smoke stained 



volunteered that should further information 
or clarification be desired, he would be pleased to attempt to 
furnish such information 



( 




C-) 
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LEADS i 

KNOXVILLE 

_ AT JOHNSON CITE, TENNESSEE : Verify death of _ 

t 1 9 1> 8 , and conduct investigation to 
establish presence of gj fea& h in that city Iron about February 
28, 1968 to March 3 , 1968. 



LOS ANGELES 



CALI FORNIA ; through 

business associate of 

3/29/68. 



AT ANAHEI M 
telephone number 
to verify telephone call he received frora 



AT FULL ERTON . CALIFORNIA : Locate WSBSS$BE5t*Q brother 

' " Ito verify telephone call he recieved from 

3/29/68. 





\ 



MOOILE 



AT HONTGOHER j , ■ ALABAMA : 1 V?i 11 check r egistrati on of 
Holiday Hotel, Midtcwn, to verify presence of i” that 

city 2/2 7/6 B. (He drives 196? Cadillac convertible, white 
canvas over light blue, California licensej^^^^i3 « 

and his wife stayed at Town 



2 r rill verify that 
House Motel nisht of 3/3/68. 

SACRAMENTO • -• - - 

’__AT OROVIL LE, CALIFORNIA : "ill loca-te^jgBSte&through 

[to ve rify that placed collect 

person to person call *to gfijnSSOfc in San Leandro on 3/29/S8, 
and talked to him. 

SA3I FRANCISCO ‘ 

AT BER KELEY. CALIFORNIA ! ^i ll int erview realtors 

telephone n under to verify he took _ 
a trio with flUiS&telo Oroville on 3/29/68. 
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AT 0AXL4HD* CALIFORNIA: At Oakland Airport* ascertain 

if n a d tr i/p Vn n f~~ Fnnr. 1-\7 Airport CD 3 / 30 / 68 . 

AT SAW LEANDRO , CALIFORNIA ; Verify g-.s charges of 

S^IPlls at Douglas Station, iiarina boulevard* on 4/4/68* and 
any record of charges on 3/2S *30/68. 
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